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Thousands of law enforce-
ment officers across the state 
could soon receive bullet-re-
sistant vests, thanks to a bill 
passed by the Texas Senate 
last week.
Prompted by the am-
bush-style attacks on five 
Dallas police officers last July, 
Senate Bill 12, authored by 
state Sen. Royce West, D-Dal-
las, would create a $25 million 
grant program to provide bul-
let-resistant vests to 40,000 
to 60,000 law enforcement 
officers in the state. The bill 
would allow law enforce-
ment agencies to apply for a 
grant, buy the vests and then 
be reimbursed. 
“Although many of us may 
think that all police officers al-
ready have bullet proof vests, 
what we have found is that 
this may not be the absolute 
case,” West told the Senate 
Committee on Criminal Jus-
tice when he introduced the 
bill earlier this month. 
While the Legislature con-
sidered SB 12, the Austin 
Police Department began 
spearheading its own effort 
Veterans visited UT on 
Wednesday to discuss their 
trip to Israel as a way to re-
cover from the trauma of war.
The veterans, speaking at 
an information session ar-
ranged by UT Student Body 
President Kevin Helgren, dis-
cussed their trip sponsored 
by the Heroes to Heroes 
Foundation. The foundation 
is a non-denominational 
organization that provides 
veterans with resources to 
recover from war by sending 
those suffering from Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder 
or Traumatic Brain Injury 
to Israel as a way to provide 
spiritual healing.
“Israel is the birthplace of 
all religions,” said Michael 
Haltman, foundation volun-
teer board chair. “It’s probably 
one of the most spiritual plac-
es in the world. Israel helps 
them to begin the process of 
healing.”
Although he was hesitant 
to go to Israel because of its 
media portrayal, Staff Ser-
geant Sergio Lopez said going 
through with the program 
was the best decision he’s 
ever made.
“We got to see so much of 
Israel and all these holy sites,” 
Lopez said. “When we were 
at the church of Nativity, we 
just took a moment to reflect 
on the fact that here’s where 
Lord Jesus was born, and it 
was nice. It felt good.”
Another veteran, Staff  
Celebrators and protesters of 
the Israel Block Party stood on 
opposing sides of Speedway on 
Wednesday afternoon, exchang-
ing their conflicting ideologies 
in what has become an annual 
occasion for both parties.  
Texans for Israel, a student 
organization, has held the Is-
rael Block party for the past 19 
years; this year’s party included 
food, games and informational 
booths. The Palestine Solidar-
ity Committee held a protest 
on the steps of the East Mall in 
opposition to the block party. 
Elliana Sinykin, corporate 
communications and rhetoric 
and writing sophomore, is the 
co-chair of the block party and 
said its goal is to share the cultur-
al facets of Israel with students. 
“The point of this event is to 
spread and share the rich Israe-
li culture to the UT communi-
ty,” Sinykin said. “This is not 
supposed to be about the pol-
itics or the conflicts, this is just 
to celebrate what Israel brings 
and what they’re known for.”
The PSC offered a statement 
which identified the reason 
behind their protest as “to 
speak out against the ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians,” and 
address how the event “ap-
propriates Palestinian culture 
and perpetuates the erasure 
of Palestinians.”
Jason Taper, Plan II and 
government sophomore, vol-
unteered at the block party and 
said he feels strongly about the 
Israeli cause, disagreeing with 
the demonstrators’ methods. 
“I respect that they are pro-
testing, (but) a lot of the means 
of their protest I find mislead-
ing,” Taper said. “The posters I 
see and the chants I hear don’t 
reflect a pragmatic desire to fix 
conditions. I don’t see any pos-
sibilities of moving forward 
without both sides recognizing 
the other’s right to exist.”
Protesters held signs that 
read statements such as “Zion-
ism is racism,” and “Why are 
you celebrating apartheid?” 
Taper said he believes the 
PSC’s definition of these con-
cepts were incorrect.  
“(Zionism) is simply the de-
sire for people who historically 
have been in a diaspora to have 
a homeland and be able to 
control their political future,” 
Taper said. “To equate that 
desire to racism is something I 
don’t understand.”
Juan Avila, a comparative 
literature graduate student 
who attended the protest, said 
he is against Zionism and the 
 The fast-rising cost of college 
tuition was the focus of the Senate 
Committee of Higher Education 
on Wednesday, when members 
left pending five bills aimed at 
limiting how much an institution 
could charge.
In 2003, the Texas Legislature 
turned over control of tuition 
prices to individual systems’ 
boards of regents. During the 
years since, tuition costs around 
the state have risen more than 
147 percent, according to a bill 
analysis by state Sen. Kel Seliger, 
R-Amarillo.  
Each of the bills presented 
would move varying levels of 
control back to the Legislature. 
The bills take different and some-
times competing approaches 
to address college affordability; 
however, Seliger, the committee 
chairman, said keeping college 
affordable is a shared goal. 
“The Legislature must ensure 
that the cost of a college degree 
remains affordable to students 
and families,” Seliger said. “This is 
an essential element to the aspira-
tions I think most of us, if not all 
of us, have.”
Seliger authored two of the tui-
tion bill options, including Senate 
Bill 19, which has been named 
one of Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick’s leg-
islative priorities. SB 19 would 
freeze tuition rates for four years 
beginning in the fall of 2018. 
If the bill passes, universities 
would not be allowed to charge 
more for tuition and fees than 
current prices in the 2016-2017 
school year.  
However, universities would 
still be able to increase tuition 
rates for next school year, and 
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Senate pushes for affordable tuition 
By Claire Allbright
@claireallbright
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan file photo
Senator José Rodriguez proposed legislative control prohibiting 
schools from raising their tuition higher than its rate in 2017-2018.
CAMPUS
Israel Block Party generates protest
By Jenan Taha
@jenan_a_taha
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
The Palestine Solidarity Committee gathered on the East Mall to protest against the Israel Block Party Wednesday afternoon. 
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Angel W. Rivera Jr. speaks to a group of UT students on 
March 22nd on how a past trip to Israel provided him with 
positive mental effects after being diagnosed with PTSD. 
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NAACP lawyer speaks 
on Texas voter ID laws
Certain parts of Texas vot-
er ID laws disproportionately 
prevent minority voters from 
participating in the democratic 
process, said Robert Notzon, 
a lawyer who has spent more 
than 20 years with the National 
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People.
Speaking at a Wednesday 
event, Notzon discussed the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
which was enacted to ensure 
government officials could not 
prevent individuals from vot-
ing because of racial or ethnic 
background. In 2013, the U.S. 
Supreme Court struck down 
parts of the Veterans Recruit-
ment Appointment, enabling 
states — such as Texas — with 
histories of discrimination to 
put previously blocked state 
voter ID laws into effect. 
“A great fantastic portion 
of (the law) said if you had a 
jurisdiction prone to discriminate, 
everything they did that effect-
ed voting had to be pre-cleared 
by the Department of Justice,” 
Notzon said. 
Notzon said these jurisdic-
tions had a choice of submit-
ting to the department for re-
view or filing a suit in the D.C. 
District Court. The review 
would determine whether 
the jurisdiction had a law that 
infringed on or negatively im-
pacted minority voting rights. 
“No jurisdiction has had 
more objections filed by the 
Department of Justice than 
Texas,” Notzon said. “As some-
body that lives in Texas, I’m 
not that surprised, and any-
body that lives in Texas that is 
aware of discrimination in the 
world might not be surprised.”
The UT chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union hosted the event 
along with several other stu-
dent organizations. Chapter 
By Rajya Atluri
@rajyaatluri
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Former School of Nursing 
associate professor Marilyn 
Pattillo has dedicated most of 
her life to sharing her nurs-
ing skills with those in need 
around the world.
During her latest trip over-
seas last December, Pattillo 
traveled to Nepal with the 
International Medical Relief, 
a non-governmental organi-
zation, to assist populations 
affected by the April 2015 
earthquake. Pattillo, who 
led the team from Austin, 
said this experience was an 
educational one.
“The people we were taking 
care of were very patient and 
gracious and thankful,” Patillo 
said. “They taught us a lot. It 
wasn’t one-way. They taught us 
a lot about what they do to stay 
healthy. They have half of all the 
expensive stuff here, and the pa-
tients turn out just as well.”
Pattillo said her extensive 
experience with disaster and 
humanitarian volunteering 
motivated her to get involved. 
Pattillo founded the School 
of Nursing’s Disaster Nursing 
Program, and she trained in 
battlefield and combat nursing 
as a former flight nurse in the 
Air Force.
“My personal goal was to 
teach young people how to do 
this work,” Pattillo said. “I’m 
planning the next generation 
of responders.”
According to a blog update 
posted by International Med-
ical Relief, which provides 
mobile medical clinics and 
health education to interna-
tional communities, each of 
the nurses on the trip had a 
medical or shadowing student 
with them.
“We value the teaching of 
our young people on the team 
and this role gives medical 
students, nursing students, and 
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Sergeant Angel W. Rivera Jr. 
said he suffered from depres-
sion and was almost suicidal 
before the trip.
“I closed my eyes, and what 
I see is what happened out 
there,” Rivera said. “It wasn’t 
until I got baptized in the 
Jordan River that I felt like 
weight (was) coming off me. 
Then I saw the stall that Jesus 
was born, in Bethlehem, and 
right now I have no thoughts 
of killing myself.”
Rivera suggested the Uni-
versity create a therapeutic 
room solely for veterans on 
campus, which could be made 
possible in the new Mind 
Body Lab, Helgren said.
Government freshman 
Nate Johnson said he was 
blown away by how open 
Lopez and Rivera were with 
sharing their stories.
“You know PTSD is a thing, 
but it’s a completely different 
thing when you hear it first-
hand from somebody who suf-
fers from it,” Johnson said. “My 
father was a veteran, so it’s just 
very heartwarming to know 
these services are out there for 
something that 1 percent of 
people have that experience.”
Haltman said the program 
is also open to student veter-
ans, as long as they fulfill the 
criteria to apply.
VETERANS
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President Nali Shah said she 
wants people to walk away 
with an informed opin-
ion and a stronger sense of 
connection to the issue. 
“One thing that we felt was 
essential to cover was voting 
rights, because the entire po-
litical system is premised off 
of the idea that every citizen 
votes,” Shah said. “It’s one of the 
basic values of our democracy.”
Following Notzon’s lec-
ture, students discussed 
the topic in groups and 
participated in a Q&A. 
“We wanted them to in-
teract with a lawyer who’s 
handling the case directly to 
be able to ask more academic 
questions and also the more 
personal questions,” Shah said. 
“There’s been a lot of 
initiatives that have been 
successful historically of 
getting large numbers of 
people out to vote,” Fin-
stein said. “When you can 
get people to vote, you can 
enact change.”
ACLU
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Israeli land settlement.
“If you’re supporting Zion-
ism, you’re supporting racism 
and engaging in a racist ideol-
ogy,” Avila said. “I’m against co-
lonialism in all its forms, and I 
believe Israeli settlements con-
stitute an act of colonialism.”
Avila discussed issues of 
the Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict with government junior 
Daniel Kane, who attended 
the protest in support of Israel 
and the block party. 
“People don’t believe in dia-
logue, and they’ve decided that 
if you’re a Zionist you must be 
a racist,” Kane said. “I’m not a 
racist but I am a Zionist. They 
said that’s impossible.”
Kane, whom was told by 
several PSC members that he 
was unwelcome, felt he was un-
able to discuss Israeli-Palestin-
ian issues with the protesters. 
“If there’s not dialogue, I 
don’t know how we’re going to 
solve this problem,” Kane said.
Although talking about the 
conflict with others is import-
ant, Avila said there are prob-
lems that are not justifiable. 
“Certain ideas, like racism 
or the delegitimation of an-
other human being’s right to 
live, are not up for discussion,” 
Avila said.
The PSC members declined 
to be interviewed for this sto-
ry but held several discussions 
about the conflict with pro-Israeli 
and pro-Palestinian bystanders.
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individual students may still 
see changes in the cost of their 
tuition if their specific circum-
stances change. 
SB 543, also authored by Se-
liger, is a performance-based 
approach that would require in-
stitutions to meet six of 11 targets 
before they can increase tuition 
costs. If an institution meets these 
targets, they would be limited to 
increasing tuition by three per-
cent each year plus inflation. 
The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board would set 
the targets, including four and 
six year graduation rates, the 
number of degrees awarded and 
the average length of a student’s 
enrollment; allowing targets to 
be tailored to each institution’s 
mission and needs, according 
to Seliger. 
State Sen. Jose Rodriguez, 
D-El Paso, proposed complete 
legislative control with SB 442, 
which would prohibit schools 
from setting tuition any higher 
than its rate in 2017-2018, unless 
approved by the Legislature. 
“If the Legislature is truly con-
cerned about managing tuition, 
we should make those decisions 
ourselves,” Rodriguez said. 
Although he didn’t mention SB 
442 by name, UT System Chan-
cellor William McRaven said he 
believes regents are in the best po-
sition to assess the cost of tuition. 
Senate Bill 250, authored 
by Sen. Charles Schwertner, 
R-Georgetown, would limit tu-
ition increases to the cost of in-
flation decided by the consumer 
price index. 
Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Lare-
do, filed Senate Bill 1323 which 
would allow universities to raise 
the cost of tuition to make up 
the difference between operating 
costs and state funding. 
McRaven said for next school 
year, students could expect tui-
tion to increase 2 percent because 
of inflation. The board of regents 
has also approved increases up to 
4 percent after each institution 
demonstrated need for increased 
revenue to improve perfor-
mance, McRaven said.
“We want to remain afford-
able, no doubt about that, but 
we also must stay competitive,” 
McRaven said. “This balancing 
of affordability and excellence is 
critical to us.”
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last month to amp up pro-
tection for its front-line offi-
cers. The department spent 
more than $300,000 from its 
general fund to purchase 958 
ballistic vests for its officers, 
to be worn in addition to the 
lower-caliber vests officers are 
already required to wear.
In 2016, 135 officers across 
the country were killed in the 
line of duty — the highest 
number in five years — ac-
cording to the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Fund, a nonprofit honoring 
the service of law enforcement 
officers. The leading cause of 
these deaths was firearm-relat-
ed incidents, accounting for 64 
of the total fatalities, a 56 per-
cent increase from the 41 offi-
cers killed by gunfire in 2015. 
Of these 64 deaths, 21 resulted 
from ambush-style attacks, 
the highest total in more than 
two decades.
More officers were killed 
in Texas than in any other 
state, with a total of 17 officer 
fatalities in 2016, according 
to the fund.
Interim Police Chief Brian 
Manley cited these statistics 
as proof of the significant 
need for APD to purchase the 
protective gear. 
“We all know that policing 
is a profession that can be 
dangerous at times,” Manley 
said as APD handed out the 
vests last month. “Although 
we will never be able to pro-
tect them from every danger 
they will face, we will contin-
ue to look for every reason-
able mechanism to make the 
job that much safer.”
Senior Police Officer Chris-
topher Irwin has utilized the 
ballistic vest twice since APD 
distributed them last month.  
“There isn’t a set policy 
guideline for when you need 
to wear the vest,” Irwin said. 
“But when I know I’m going 
to a call where someone has 
any sort of firearm, whether 
it’s a high caliber weapon or 
a small .22, I’m going to wear 
the heavy vest ... just for the 
added protection.”
Irwin said Austin is for-
tunate in its ability to inde-
pendently purchase more 
protective gear, but officers 
across the nation should be 
afforded the same chance 
— something SB 12 would 
allow for. 
“Austin is a large city, so 
we have a bigger budget and 
can afford certain things that 
make the city and policing 
safer,” Irwin said. “But there’s 
been active shooting in small 
towns and major metropol-
itan areas ... so every officer 
should have the ability to have 
equipment like this ... and 
the same level of protection 
across the board.”
The bill is now awaiting 
a committee hearing in the 
House of Representatives before 
a full vote for final approval.
VESTS




Editor-in-Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexander Chase
Associate Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Jensen, Janhavi Nemawarkar, Khadija Saifullah, Caleb Wong
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Akshay Mirchandani
Associate Managing Editors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eva Frederick, Michelle Zhang
News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ellie Breed
Associate News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Forrest Milburn
News Desk Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matthew Adams, Will Clark, Hannah Daniel, Sunny Kim, Wesley Story
Senior Reporters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Claire Allbright, Mikaela Cannizzo, Lisa Dreher, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anusha Lalani, Catherine Marfin, Kayla Meyertons
Senior Investigative Reporter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Van Nguyen
Copy Desk Chief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kasey Salisbury
Associate Copy Desk Chiefs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jaree Campbell, Vanessa Martinez, Bella McWhorter, Colin Traver
Design Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Jones
Associate Design Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Megan McFarren
Senior Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Liza Anderson, Sierra Garcia, Sunnie Lee, Rena Li
Photo Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zoe Fu
Associate Photo Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emmanuel Briseno, Gabriel Lopez
Senior Photographer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Juan Figueroa, Joshua Guerra, Mary Pistorius, Briana Vargas, Rachel Zein
Video Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monica Silverio
Senior Videographer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Negrete, Faley Goyette
Science&Tech Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zia Lyle
Associate Science&Tech Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julianne Hodges, Kate Thackrey
Senior Science&Tech Reporters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sarah Bloodworth, Angela Kang, Freya Preimesberger
Forum Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jordan Shenhar, Emily Vernon
Senior Columnists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Emma Bernadier, Alyssa Fernandez, Sam Groves, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noah M. Horwitz, Josephine MacLean, G. Elliott Morris
Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mae Hamilton
Associate Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Daisy Wang, Morgan O’Hanlon
Senior Life&Arts Writers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen Acevedo, Acacia Coronado, Chris Duncan, Justin Jones
Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tyler Horka
Associate Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sydney Rubin
Senior Sports Writers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alex Briseno, Steve Helwick,Vanessa Le, Shane Lewis
Comics Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Audrey McNay
Associate Comics Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Victoria Smith, Melanie Westfall
Senior Comics Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geovanni Casillas, Albert Lee, Bixie Mathieu, Jacky Tovar
Social Media Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stephanie Martinez-Arndt
Editorial Adviser. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Chen
Texan Ad
Deadlines
The Daily Texan Mail Subscription Rates
One Semester (Fall or Spring)  $60.00
Two Semesters (Fall and Spring) $120.00
Summer Session $40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer) $150.00
To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 471-5083. Send orders and address changes to 
Texas Student Media, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904.
03/23/17
This issue of The Daily Texan is valued at $1.25
The Daily Texan, a student newspaper at The University of Texas at Austin, is published by Texas Student Media, 2500 Whitis 
Ave., Austin, TX 78712. The Daily Texan is published daily, Monday through Friday, during the regular academic year and is 
published once weekly during the summer semester. The Daily Texan does not publish during academic breaks, most Federal 
Holidays and exam periods. News contributions will be accepted by telephone (471-4591), or at the editorial office (HSM 2.120). 
Entire contents copyright 2017 Texas Student Media.





Classified Word Ads       11 a.m. 
(Last Business Day Prior to Publication)
Issue Staff
Reporters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenan Taha, Rajya Atluri, Stephanie Adeline, Chase Karacostas
Life&Arts Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jose Gonzalez, Matt Douglas
Sports Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wills Layton, Trenton Daeschner
S&T Writer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tyler Goodwyn
Columnists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ryan Young, Ratnivia Batra
Copy Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Macy Bayern, Josey Hill, Connor Perry
Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ashley Liu, Jacob Sepulveda
Photographers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Angel Ulloa, Pedro Luna
Comics Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hyeyun Jeong, Serena Romero, Kim Sao, Jessica Vacek
Business and Advertising
(512) 471-8590 | advertise@texasstudentmedia.com
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gerald Johnson
Business/Operations Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Serpas III
Advertising Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emily Cohen
Assistant Advertising Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Colten Crist
Account Executives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Bauer, Brady Beal, Blake Gentry, Monica Taylor, Celeste Schurman
Product Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stephen Salisbury
Senior Graphic Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amanda O’Brien
Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zac Crofford
UT psychology profes-
sors have discovered a way of 
predicting whether or not a 
soldier will develop post-trau-
matic stress disorder, or PTSD.
Michael Telch and Robert 
Josephs, professors of psychol-
ogy, conducted a study on 120 
soldiers, prior to deployment, 
at Fort Hood over 16 months 
and discovered that two hor-
mones — testosterone and 
cortisol— can serve as predic-
tors for a soldier’s possibility of 
developing PTSD.
“What seemed to put sol-
diers at risk for developing 
PTSD were those soldiers with 
the combination of blunted 
testosterone and blunted corti-
sol through the stress test prior 
to deployment, serving to in-
crease the soldier’s vulnerabil-
ity when subject to war-zone 
stressors,” Telch said. 
Telch said he and his team 
have been studying PTSD 
since 2007, but only began 
studying soldiers in conjunc-
tion with PTSD in the past 
16 months. He added that 
throughout multiple stud-
ies, the team collected brain 
scans, held clinical interviews 
and analyzed genes. When 
studying the soldiers, the 
team performed carbon diox-
ide, or CO2, stress tests and 
then measured the soldier’s 
hormone levels. 
Josephs said CO2 stress tests 
are widely used to show how 
an individual’s body reacts to 
a lack of oxygen. He said these 
tests work by replacing a per-
son’s oxygen intake with CO2, 
which the body interprets as 
a threat. 
“The purpose of this proj-
ect was to try to understand 
amongst healthy soldiers, who 
have not been deployed yet, 
what might their risk factors 
be for later developing PTSD 
or other emotional problems 
while they’re in the war zone,” 
Telch said. 
Josephs said that when 
subjected to the CO2 stress 
test, soldiers’ hormone levels 
changed. He said the hypo-
thalamus, which is respon-
sible for our ‘fight-or-flight’ 
response, secretes cortisol and 
testosterone in response to en-
vironmental stress. Telch said 
the soldier’s hormone levels 
indicated how well the sol-
dier’s brains would respond to 
stressful events. 
The study found the soldiers 
that experienced an increase 
in cortisol and testosterone 
levels were less likely to devel-
op PTSD and the soldiers who 
exhibited no change in their 
hormone levels were more 
likely to get PTSD.
The team plans to use this 
information to look into po-
tential preventative strategies 
to reduce individuals’ risk for 
PTSD. Telch said the team 
could potentially help train 
soldiers for environmental 
stressors similar to those on 
the battlefield by exposing 
them to CO2 tests. 
”Testosterone might play 
a role in decreasing the risk 
for PTSD and other stress 
related diseases such as gen-
eral anxiety, phobias and 
depression,” Josephs said. 
“The next move here is to 
possibly look at external 
delivery of testosterone to 
protect soldiers and other 
high-stress individuals.” 
A famous tigress named 
Machli captured the hearts 
of animal-lovers all over the 
world — but ensuring her 
health into old age raises 
questions about elevating an-
imals to “celebrity” status. 
Geography doctoral can-
didate , Kalli Doubleday, 
fell in love with Machli af-
ter watching National Geo-
graphic documentaries and 
learning about her during 
field research. She published 
a paper in February ana-
lyzing Machli’s relationship 
with humans, and what this 
relationship means for ani-
mal conservation practices. 
Machli, who died in Au-
gust last year at 19 years 
old, was the world’s oldest 
surviving tigress, according 
to National Geographic. To 
keep the tigress healthy in 
old age, caretakers fed Mach-
li even after she lost her teeth, 
which some conservators 
thought interfered with the 
course of nature and wasted 
limited resources. 
“A major goal of this paper 
is to draw attention to the 
fact that (Machli’s feeding) 
is not about conservation,” 
Doubleday said. “There is 
necessary room for (conser-
vation practices) but when 
it is influenced by emotional 
connection rather than con-
servation connection, it in-
tervenes with nature. We are 
meddling with animal lives.”
According to the World 
Wildlife Fund, only 3,890 ti-
gers exist in the wild due to 
destruction of habitat. Dou-
bleday said that caring for 
Machli in her old age meant 
less space for other tigers.
“There’s also the ethical is-
sue,” Doubleday said. “If we 
say this is our favorite tiger, 
and keep them on life sup-
port essentially, then we are 
directly influencing what a 
tiger reserve is.”
According to Doubleday’s 
new paper, Machli’s special 
treatment offers unparal-
leled insights about human 
interactions with nature.
“The media as a whole 
impacts the way that we see 
nature,” Doubleday said. 
“Machli is representative of 
her country and her coun-
try’s animal population. Each 
reserve is starting to have a 
celebrity — that is the norm 
and we’ve created this norm.”
According to Double-
day, park rangers from 
the Ranthambore Nation-
al Park noticed Machli as 
a baby for her beauty and 
approachability. She said 
Machli’s fame grew as a 
cub, when she fought off 
her own mother and sib-
lings to acquire territo-
ry, something few tigers 
do. Unlike most tigresses, 
Machli also successfully 
raised all her cubs. Dou-
bleday said Machli fiercely 
protected her cubs, losing 
an eye while doing so.
“Machli is such a star be-
cause she truly had a novel 
life,” Doubleday said. “From 
the get-go she was very 
spunky and in her adult 
life she was very easy to ap-
proach by humans. She even 
took on a 14 foot crocodile! 
Her activities in front of peo-
ple were just so movie-like 
and flashy.”
Texas has crowd favorites 
too. A white tiger named 
Raja is the most popular ex-
hibit at The Capital of Texas 
Zoo, according to Director 
Michael Hicks. Raja is the 
only white tiger in Cen-
tral Texas, and as his main 
caregiver, Hicks said he feels 
emotionally attached.
“I handle him personally 
as opposed to other animals. 
If I didn’t see him every day, 
he’d be less happy and I know 
I’d be too,” Hicks said.
Doubleday interviewed 
many subjects in her study 
and found that the majori-
ty said old tigers should not 
be fed, but a majority also 
exempted Machli from this 
rule. Doubleday, who admits 
her emotional connection to 
Machli, said she thinks feed-
ing Machli was for human 
purpose only.
“The hard part of this is 
that I was one of those emo-
tionally attached people … 
I cried when Machli died,” 
Doubleday said. “The pa-
per isn’t related to my larger 
dissertation, it was truly just 
my interest in her unique 
position in the world as an 
incredible celebrity.” 
Former School of Nursing 
associate professor Marilyn 
Pattillo has dedicated most of 
her life to sharing her nurs-
ing skills with those in need 
around the world.
During her latest trip over-
seas last December, Pattillo 
traveled to Nepal with the 
International Medical Relief, 
a non-governmental organi-
zation, to assist populations 
affected by the April 2015 
earthquake. Pattillo, who 
led the team from Austin, 
said this experience was an 
educational one.
“The people we were taking 
care of were very patient and 
gracious and thankful,” Patillo 
said. “They taught us a lot. It 
wasn’t one-way. They taught us 
a lot about what they do to stay 
healthy. They have half of all the 
expensive stuff here, and the pa-
tients turn out just as well.”
Pattillo said her extensive 
experience with disaster and 
humanitarian volunteering 
motivated her to get involved. 
Pattillo founded the School 
of Nursing’s Disaster Nursing 
Program, and she trained in 
battlefield and combat nursing 
as a former flight nurse in the 
Air Force.
“My personal goal was to 
teach young people how to do 
this work,” Pattillo said. “I’m 
planning the next generation 
of responders.”
According to a blog update 
posted by International Med-
ical Relief, which provides 
mobile medical clinics and 
health education to interna-
tional communities, each of 
the nurses on the trip had a 
medical or shadowing student 
with them.
“We value the teaching of 
our young people on the team 
and this role gives medical 
students, nursing students, and 
undergraduate students the 
opportunity to learn how our 
nurses and providers approach 
patient care,” the post said.
Stephanie Dang, current-
ly enrolled in the psychiatric 
nurse practitioner program, 
was one of these students.
“My goal, what I find to be 
the most important, was to 
learn … (about) the culture 
and community. The Nepali 
people are beautiful. Simple 
and lovely,” Dang said. “There 
was an intimacy that really al-
lowed us to enter their culture 
and bond.”
The trip involved 57 health-
care providers and students 
and focused on humanitar-
ian, rather than immediate, 
medical care. Nurses on the 
trip performed lab tests, made 
diagnoses, counseled patients 
and provided medication. The 
2015 earthquake resulted in 
the destruction of villages and 
infrastructure, leaving resi-
dents without access to ade-
quate health care.
Of the providers, Pattillo said 
a surgical group worked at the 
hospital, a primary care group 
stayed near Kathmandu, and 
another group traveled to dis-
tant mountain regions to care 
for indigenous people. In addi-
tion to seeing more than 200 pa-
tients a day, Pattillo also taught 
classes to local nurses and hos-
pitals, many of which had to 
make do with limited resources.
“The nurses over there are 
very different than here,” Pat-
tillo said. “American nurses 
have a lot of responsibilities. 
(The Nepali nurses) found it 
very weird that [American] 
nurses could intervene and 
make their own decisions.”
Pattillo said this experience 
taught her shadow students 
how to be resourceful.
“All of my students were in 
shock because … there were 
minimal supplies and mini-
mal equipment,” Pattillo said. 
“They asked, ‘How are we sup-
posed to do this?’ But I said, 
‘that’s why you’re here.’”
Dang agreed that there 
was much to learn from her 
Nepal experience, where she 
worked to educate and treat 
members of underserved 
mountain communities. 
“If you don’t return hum-
bled … then you went for the 
wrong reason,” Dang said. 
“The people we encounter 
have such rich lives that it 
becomes an honor to have 
crossed paths, and it changes 
you for the better.” 
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Park at Machli’s 
funeral ceremo-
ny on August 19, 
2016.
BIOLOGY
Former UT nursing professor  
uses skills on patients in Nepal
By Angela Kang
@angelaa_kang
Courtesy of Stephanie Dang
Former School of Nursing associate professor Marilyn Pattillo 
and nursing student Stephanie Dang traveled to Nepal with 
the International Medical Relief organization to help those 
affected by the April 2015 earthquake.
It isn’t hard to understand the appeal be-
hind calling yourself part of a “resistance” 
movement. The word “resistance” is evoc-
ative of a dystopian epic — like something 
out of “Star Wars” or “The Hunger Games”. 
If you’re not a pop culture obsessive, it’s 
most evocative of the French resistance to 
Nazi occupation during World War II. 
And indeed, it often seems these days as 
if we’re living in a movie, or in times as 
remarkable as those of the 1930s and 40s. 
So in reaction to the president’s disturb-
ingly autocratic tendencies, opponents of 
Donald Trump have taken to calling them-
selves the “resistance” — or more often, 
the #resistance.
Does this movement live up to the lofty 
expectations set by its name? Sure, those 
massive protests in January were impres-
sive. But are the more recent town hall 
protests, in which grassroots activists 
flood the town hall meetings of GOP rep-
resentatives and shout their grievances, 
really effective? 
It’s certainly encouraging to see such 
high turnout at town halls. And anyone 
— including the White House Press Secre-
tary — who claims that the protesters who 
show up are paid professionals is deluding 
his or herself. 
That being said, there’s no evidence that 
these protesters are people who Republicans 
would actually be inclined to listen to — i.e. 
swing voters. Yes, they are real constituents, 
but they’re also very liberal. Many of the pro-
tests are being organized by progressive ac-
tivist groups via sites like MoveOn.org and 
ResistanceRecess.com. At Rep. Pete Sessions’ 
town hall in Dallas last Saturday, protesters 
chanted and held signs in support of various 
liberal causes, such as preserving Obamacare, 
protecting Planned Parenthood, responding 
to climate change and taxing the wealthy. 
These may be worthy causes, but Sessions 
and other entrenched Republican lawmakers 
have ignored them for years and survived the 
wrath of their most left-leaning constituents. 
And while it’s true that most Ameri-
cans disapprove of the president’s job per-
formance, opposition to Trump remains 
highly partisan. Eighty-six percent of Re-
publicans still support him, and only three 
percent of Trump voters regret their vote.  
Town halls are meant to be venues for 
frustration and anger, and while being 
loud and assertive is a perfectly legitimate 
form of civic engagement, there’s a differ-
ence between shouting at representatives 
and shouting them down. But at the Ses-
sions town hall, Sessions was “frequently 
drowned out by boos and angry outbursts 
from the audience.” The audience would 
demand yes or no answers from the Con-
gressman, and interrupt him as soon as it 
became clear that he wasn’t providing them. 
GOP representatives should have to face 
their constituents and answer for their 
complacency in the actions of the buffoon 
their party installed in the White House 
last November. That goes for Sessions, and 
it goes for Austin representatives like La-
mar Smith and Michael McCaul, both of 
whom have yet to hold town halls since 
the inauguration. But once they do, they 
deserve the chance to provide answers — 
even if those answers are unsatisfactory or 
disagreeable. Shouting every Republicans 
down will only alienate the kinds of people 
whose support Democrats need in order to 
defeat those representatives in 2018. 
Groves is a government sophomore from 
Dallas.
4 OPINION
LEGALESE | Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan 
are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the writer 
of the article. They are not necessarily those of the 
UT administration, the Board of Regents or the Texas 
Student Media Board of Operating Trustees.
SUBMIT A FIRING LINE | Email your Firing Lines to  
editor@dailytexanonline.com. Letters must be more 
than 100 and fewer than 300 words. The Texan 
reserves the right to edit all submissions for brevity, 
clarity and liability.
 
RECYCLE | Please recycle this copy of The Daily Texan. 
Place the paper in one of the recycling bins on campus or 
back in the burnt-orange newsstand where you found it.
EDITORIAL TWITTER | Follow The Daily Texan Editorial 
Board on Twitter (@TexanEditorial) and receive updates 
on our latest editorials and columns.
4ALEXANDER CHASE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF | @TexanEditorialThursday, March 23, 2017
COLUMN
By Sam Groves




Daily Texan Columnist 
Crowdfunding could reduce 
backlog of untested rape kits
Trump should not be absent 
at the correspondents’ dinner
By Alyssa Fernandez
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
COLUMN
GALLERY
Illustration by Yulissa Chavez | Daily Texan Staff
For the past few months, President Donald 
Trump’s administration has been in constant 
conflict with the media. From Sean Spicer 
defending Trump’s wire-tapping claims to 
CNN momentarily banning Kellyanne Con-
way all stems from one issue — credibility. 
Even more confusing is the fact that both 
the White House and the media blame the 
other for lacking credibility. Before, that’s all it 
was — finger pointing — but now their rela-
tionship has reached a new low when Trump 
announced that he would not be attending 
the White House Correspondents’ Dinner on 
April 29. 
The WHCD has been an annual tradition 
since 1914 and the dinner serves to reinforce 
the relationship between the press and the 
presidential administration. In a sense, it is a 
public demonstration of their mutually ben-
eficial relationship “where journalists serve as 
a supporting cast” for the information con-
trolled by Washington, as New York Times 
Columnist Frank Rich said. Although the 
WHCD is a single night, the dinner represents 
a year-round symbiotic relationship between 
the press and the White House.
Dr. Aaron Zacks, a lecturer at the Depart-
ment of Rhetoric and Writing, clarifies that 
the president’s presence at the WHCD plays 
a symbolic role where he can show his more 
personal side to the public.   
“The president’s appearance at the dinner 
is supposed to be a novelty,” Zacks said. “That 
is, while the president is meant to be generally 
serious and inaccessible, the dinner presents 
an opportunity to step outside the conven-
tional role. Trump revels in defying that con-
ventional role and for good reason, since it’s 
the attribute that contributed most clearly to 
his primary and general election victories.”
What makes the Trump administration 
different from previous administrations is 
that Trump ran his campaign on a platform 
built on criticizing the media. This damaged 
the media’s credibility with the public where 
only 32 percent of the public expresses con-
siderable trust in the press, an eight point 
drop from the previous year. The negative 
campaign has resulted in the media and press 
ostracizing the administration. Trump and 
his administration’s behavior is antithetical to 
how Washington bureaucrats are expected to 
act and this is what has given them authority 
over their constituents — the ability to bully 
the media.  
It’s clear that Trump’s administration en-
tered the White House already on bad terms 
with the media, and Trump not attending 
the WHCD suggests their relationship will 
not be repaired anytime soon. As previously 
mentioned, the WHCD serves to demonstrate 
the relationship between Washington and the 
media through the occupation of a shared, 
public space. His absence is symbolic because 
it delegitimizes how the media previously held 
control over the political narrative. 
We should take note of what we’re seeing be-
cause both the media and the White House are 
making efforts not to associate with one anoth-
er as an attempt to retain their credibility. 
Such as when Trump cited the New York 
Times when making a wire tapping claim be-
fore denouncing that same publication. But 
despite Trump skipping the WHCD, or any 
journalists dislike for the current president, 
their attempts at a separation are in vain. 
Strained relationship or not, they can’t exist 
without each other.
Fernandez is a rhetoric and writing and 
Spanish senior from Allen. 
Infographic by Liza Anderson | Daily Texan Staff
For decades, Texas has struggled to ef-
ficiently process the biological evidence 
from rape cases. To address the thousands 
of untested kits, state representative Vic-
toria Neave, D-Dallas, proposed a crowd-
funding measure that would give Texans 
the opportunity to donate $1 when renew-
ing or applying for driver’s licenses.
That the crowdfunding measure is even 
necessary is embarrassing to the state. Al-
most 4,000 rape cases remain open because 
of untested evidence. Austin alone has a 
backlog of approximately 484 untested kits. 
Each piece of untested evidence potentially 
deprives a rape victim of closure.
To be fair, those numbers used to be a lot 
worse. In 2011, before the Department of 
Public Safety received $11 million from the 
state, insufficient funding created a back-
log of over 19,000 kits. Though impactful, 
the money from the state simply could not 
completely overcome the backlog.
Testing each kit is expensive, costing 
between $750 and $1500. The labs need 
more funding, and Neave’s bill would 
raise an estimated $1 million per year. Of 
that amount, $800,000 would go directly 
to “accredited crime laboratories,” which 
Neave says are highly competent but also 
woefully underfunded.
Fortunately, Neave does not anticipate 
many roadblocks between now and the fi-
nal vote on the bill in May. The proposal 
passed unanimously through the Crimi-
nal Jurisprudence Committee and “(has) 
received positive feedback and responses 
from people on both sides of the aisle.”
Texas is so close to solving the backlog. 
The legislature will possibly allocate another 
$4 million dollars to the issue, which could 
bring the number of untested kits close to 
zero. As Neave expressed, “the state will ide-
ally fund the backlog of untested rape kits” 
after a few years of the crowdfunding pro-
gram. However, if tax dollars alone cannot 
keep the backlog under control, donations 
from Texas citizens could provide an addi-
tional source of revenue. 
Regardless of where it gets the funding, 
Texas’s legislature must develop mecha-
nisms to ensure a steady stream of funding 
to crime laboratories. We cannot get allow 
the backlog of rape kits to get out of hand 
once again. 
It is easy to lose sight of what the statis-
tics represent. A 4,000 kit backlog unnec-
essarily draws out 4,000 people’s traumatic 
experiences. If rape victims have the cour-
age to go to the police and endure an in-
vasive, 4-6 hour investigation, they should 
not have to wait months, or in some cases 
years, for results of the biological analysis. 
Even if the crowdfunding does not com-
pletely handle the backlog, it will provide 
closure to hundreds rape victims whose 
cases remain open. For the sake of these 
victims, the bill must pass in May.
Marabella is a business honors, Plan II 
and Spanish freshman from Austin.
If rape victims have the courage to 
go to the police and endure an in-
vasive, 4-6 hour investigation, they 
should not have to wait months, or 
in some cases years, for results of 
the biological analysis. 
Town halls are meant to be ven-
ues for frustration and anger, 
and while being loud and asser-
tive is a perfectly legitimate form 
of civic engagement, there’s a 
difference between shouting at 
representatives and shouting 
them down.
Protesters must allow discourse in town halls
A steel drum orchestra 
relies on each musician’s 
ability to hit their notes, 
stay on tempo and put in 
the effort to create a spec-
tacular experience for au-
diences. A small school in 
Austin today is carrying out 
that same mission to teach 
young students the art of 
steel band music and how to 
work together.
Steel band emerged during 
World War II as islanders off 
the coast of Venezuela pulled 
55-gallon oil tankers off of 
U.S. naval ships and forged 
them into the iconic steel 
drums known today for their 
tropical sound. In the few de-
cades it’s been around, steel 
band music has evolved from 
its Afro-Caribbean origins to 
fit many different genres.
In 2003, Paula Beaird 
started the Austin Commu-
nity Steelband school in East 
Austin as a way to expose 
youths from disadvantaged 
socioeconomic backgrounds 
to a musical world. The pro-
gram, however, didn’t really 
find its rhythm until 2007 
when other instructors came 
aboard from Trinidad and 
Tobago. The teaching staff 
at the time included musical 
directors Yohan Popwell and 
Leon Edwards as well as Na-
tasha Joseph and Carl Caton.
Beaird, who is the execu-
tive director, said her goal is 
to spark the imagination in 
young people the same way 
she was captivated by steel 
band over thirty years ago. 
“Once you expose them, 
everyone wants to try it,” 
Beaird said. “Some may not 
have the attention or the 
drive, but the ones who stick 
with it stay with us for a long, 
long time.”
Beaird was drawn to the 
sound of steel drums after lis-
tening to them for the first time 
on a blues album by Taj Mahal. 
Austin Steelband tries to en-
gage students in a similar way 
by having them practice with 
songs they like to listen to.
“(The kids) start with learn-
ing Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star, 
because everyone knows that,” 
Beaird said. “Then we ask them 
what they want to play, and 
so they tell us. They’re learn-
ing Star Wars and the Batman 
theme right now.”
In 2008, Cecil Francis was 
brought on to teach at Austin 
Steelband and is now the mu-
sical director. Francis grew up 
in Trinidad and said he saw 
how steel pan music was used 
as a form of protest during 
the hard times of poverty 
and unemployment. Francis’ 
personal mission, however, 
has always been to educate 
younger generations.
“Confucius, the philosopher, 
he said it is always good what 
one learns for oneself to pass 
onto another, so that’s my mo-
tivation,” Francis said.
The students attending the 
after-school program all come 
from diverse backgrounds.
One of the students, Nina 
Smith, joined the Steelband 
program because of her 
parents, who are also from 
Trinidad, wanted to stay con-
nected to their culture. Smith 
said Francis teaches the class 
about teamwork and how the 
music is their responsibility.
“We have to practice a lot, 
and we have to treat it like 
we’re doing homework,” Smith 
said. “We even memorize 
at home.”
Since steel band arose from 
an oral tradition, no sheet 
music is used. Francis teaches 
the children discipline and fo-
cus, skills that will be vital to 
their success.
Just as the islanders of 
Trinidad fought in musical 
contests in hopes of escap-
ing poverty, Francis hopes 
that the low-income children 
that come to Austin Steel-
band continue to strive for a 
better future.
“When I talk about my 
students, sometimes tears 
come to my eyes,” Francis 
said. “Because I know if they 
set their mind to this they 
would be awesome.” 
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 Music director Cecil Francis teaches student Ashley Mackey during practice at the Austin Community Steelband school on 
Tuesday afternoon. Francis has been teaching there since 2008, and says he loves passing on his knowledge of steel drums 
to young kids in East Austin. 
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pub packed.  
“The World Cup is 
huge for us,” O’Brien said. 
“We’ll have a line down 
the street. That’s every four 
years unfortunately.”
As a hub for soccer view-
ers, a Saturday morning or 
mid-day can easily be busier 
than night. The pub offers 
brunch specials for early 
risers looking to catch a 
match.
Bartender and Front of 
House Supervisor Megan 
McMillan said keeping up 
with the banter is essential 
during heated matches. 
“We have a lot of regulars 
that come here,” McMil-
lan said. “It’s always fun to 
talk a little trash, especially 
about soccer.”
Apart from the usual 
pub activity several events 
take place on the pa-
tio: music, anniversaries, 
weddings, birthdays, and 
other special events.
“The best part about 
this job is working events,” 
McMillan said. “Those are 
so much fun because you 
get to be a part of someone’s 
big day.”
Fado gives the hungry a 
taste of Ireland, a dash of 
England, a pinch of Scot-
land and a good share of 
European brews to wash it 
all down. For travelers, it’s a 
home away from home, and 
for others, the home they 
never had.
“You’re in Ireland 
when you walk in here,” 
O’Brien said. “A whole 
different country.”
The food is just as fresh as 
the drinks. The high point 
of the menu is the spirulina 
pesto zoodle bowl. This dish 
features a mixture of spiraled 
zucchini, spinach, sliced rad-
ish and a homemade pesto 
sauce. It’s served cold and 
resembles salad more than 
a noodle dish, but the flavor 
delivered by the pesto sauce 
makes this dish shine in a 
way that cold vegan dish-
es usually don’t. The black 
cumin seeds also add a nice 
bit of saltiness to the bowl. 
Another major part of 
the menu is the sweet po-
tato toast, which is basical-
ly just sliced and toasted 
pieces of sweet potatoes. 
It’s plenty good, especial-
ly when topped with the 
spicy avocado mash, but 
customers shouldn’t an-
ticipate it actually tasting 
or feeling like toast. It’s an 
interesting way to serve 
sweet potatoes, which 
are usually soft instead 
of crisp. 
Curcuma does a fine job 
of making healthy food ap-
proachable. The flavors will 
not always be what is ex-
pected from the names of 
menu items, but they will 
surprise palates in a positive 
way. The food is filling, the 
ingredients fresh and the 
prices fair. I can’t prove that 
any of the incorporated su-
perfoods actually do what 
they claim to, but it won’t 
hurt us Austinites to take 
a break from the barbecue 
and eat healthy every once 
in a while. 
Steel band strikes chord with under-privileged youth
MUSIC
The silence was deafening 
at UFCU Disch-Falk Field as 
the crowd of 3,968 sat on their 
hands while they watched Texas 
Rio Grande Valley score run af-
ter run in the first inning. 
Texas was in the midst of an 
emotional four-game losing 
streak following three one-
run losses in the past week, 
including a 11-10 loss to Tex-
as State in the 10th inning on 
Tuesday night. 
Now, the Longhorns found 
themselves down seven runs 
after the top of the first frame. 
However, Texas didn’t allow an-
other runner to cross the plate, 
avoiding what could have been 
the Longhorns’ worst loss of 
the season. 
Although Texas battled back 
and found itself on the right side 
of a 9-7 comeback victory, it 
wasn’t pretty. 
“It was a pretty awful feeling 
in the first being down seven 
after the previous four games,” 
head coach David Pierce said. 
“They really never got over-
whelmed when we were down 
early and that’s a big sign for us.” 
Junior pitcher Connor Mayes 
got the start on the mound, but 
it was short lived. The right 
hander didn’t exactly have an 
ideal outing. 
The first batter the junior 
faced sent a shot over the left 
field fence. That was just the be-
ginning. UT-RGV sent Mayes 
to the dugout with four runs 
on two hits and four walks after 
only mustering one out in the 
top of the first. 
The right hander would 
eventually be responsible for all 
seven runs that crossed the plate 
in the first. Texas only gave up 
three runs in all of the first in-
nings this season combined. 
“It’s an emotional time for 
him,” Pierce said. “He’s just got 
to build his confidence back up. 
We’ve got a few guys that are in 
that category. As we’re trying to 
play opponents and win games 
we’ve got to really try to build 
some confidence back in some 
other guys.” 
Senior pitcher Jon Malmin 
was called from the bullpen af-
ter Mayes pitched just one-third 
of an inning. Malmin eventual-
ly retired the side, but not after 
Texas found itself in a 7-0 deficit. 
But he wasn’t even aware of 
his predicament.
“I actually went down there 
and had to get hot pretty quick,” 
senior Jon Malmin said. “And 
when I got in the game I actually 
didn’t know they had scored six 
runs. I thought it was a lot less 
than that.” 
The senior entered the game 
with bases loaded. But after 
UT-RGV plated the seven 
runs, Malmin shut down any 
momentum UT-RGV wished 
to carry from the explosive 
first inning. 
Malmin didn’t allow one 
run to cross the plate in his 
career-high 6.2 innings. The 
senior finished with another ca-
reer-high in seven strikeouts.  “It 
kind of just felt like high school 
again,” Malmin said. “It just 
worked and it felt good and it 
was fun to be out there.”
While Malmin refused to 
give up a run on the mound, 
the Longhorns’ bats dug them-
selves out of the seven-run hole. 
A two-run blast from junior 
second baseman Bret Boswell 
in the first followed by another 
two-run shot from freshman 
third baseman Ryan Reynolds 
spurred what would be a 9-0 
run to cap off the 9-7 victory. 
“We didn’t have a lot of good 
things going for us,” Malmin 
said. “So it was nice to see the 
guys rally and come back like 
that and get a big win against a 
team that wants to play Texas 
and could really come in here 
and upset us.” 
The Longhorns’ comeback 
ends their hectic four-game los-
ing skid. Although it won’t fall 
under the win column for con-
ference play, Texas will have a 
chance to translate Wednesday 
night’s comeback into its first 
conference victory. The Long-
horns host a three-game series 
against Kansas State this week-
end at UFCU Disch-Falk Field. 
“The way this one started, for 
us to come out on top, is really 
huge after last night,” Pierce 
said. “So now we rest tomorrow, 
we have a short workout and 
we get ready for a tough Kansas 
State team.”
After outscoring Cal State 
Fullerton 14-1 in Saturday’s 
double-header, Texas con-
tinued its stretch of stifling 
play. The Longhorns defeat-
ed McNeese State 4-0 on 
Wednesday night. 
With highly anticipated con-
ference competition on the hori-
zon, Texas showed up to play, with 
redshirt sophomore Erica Wright 
starting the game and a balanced 
offensive performance led by ju-
nior Randel Leahy, who opened 
the scoring with an RBI double in 
the bottom of the first.
After jumping out to a 3-0 
advantage in the first inning, the 
Longhorns never looked back, 
maintaining a lead for the remain-
der of the contest. 
In the bottom of the sixth 
inning, sophomore Bekah 
Alcozer added a solo home 
run to add to the Longhorn’s 
advantage. McNeese State 
proved unable to overcome 
the deficit. 
The Cowgirls put forward a 
good fight, with starting pitcher 
junior Rachel Smith throwing for 
a solid six innings and an offense 
led by Southland Conference Hit-
ter of the Week junior Erika Pi-
ancastelli. While the 19-11 Cow-
girls are from a relatively smaller 
conference, they are a Top-50 RPI 
team and represent an impressive 
pre-conference challenge.
“They’re a really good pro-
gram,” Alcozer said. “I’ve seen 
them in the postseason the past 
few years so just beating them 
that’s a good W on our part.”
In an attempt to get much of 
the roster game action before 
conference, head coach Connie 
Clark rotated in multiple pitch-
ers and catchers, with Wright 
starting the game and ace senior 
Tiarra Davis coming in to relieve. 
Behind the plate Leahy started 
with freshman Taylor Ellsworth 
coming into the game in the 
later innings.
This strategy by Connie Clark 
paid immediate dividends, as 
the first batter Davis faced was 
promptly struck out. The staff 
ace picked up where she left 
off where she won her 50th ca-
reer game in a Longhorn uni-
form last weekend versus Cal 
State Fullerton.
After one lights out inning from 
Davis, junior Kristen Clark came 
in to relieve her. Kirsten Clark 
then threw a scoreless inning 
of her own. Following Kirsten 
Clark came sophomore Brooke 
Bolinger, who threw a strikeout 
to her first batter faced. Finally, in 
relief of Bolinger, junior Paige von 
Sprecken pitched two shut-
out innings to end the game. 
The entire staff looked 
sharp as the team shut out 
McNeese State.
“We’re kind of like a team 
within our team,” Wright said. 
“It’s just cool to know that if you 
don’t have your best game some-
body else is going to come in 
behind you and get it done. Just 
having everybody out there today 
I think was really cool because it 
showed that we aren’t just a one-
trick pony we have five of us.”
With the non-conference 
schedule over and done with, the 
focus shifts to conference play. 
For the freshman, the challeng-
ing nature of the conference has 
yet to be experienced. For the 
seniors, this challenge is welcome 
and encouraged.
“I think our conference as 
a whole is pretty challenging,” 
senior infielder Kelli Han-
zel said. “It’s all about how we 
play our game and what we 
bring to the table and how 
we make adjustments. So it’s 
pretty exciting to have such a 
challenging conference.”
The 13th and 15th greens at 
Austin Country Club — nor-
mally the 4th and 6th greens for 
members — sit adjacent from 
one another, with a picturesque 
view of the 360 Bridge and Lake 
Austin pervading throughout 
the background.
 During Tuesday’s practice 
round at the World Golf Cham-
pionships-Dell Technologies 
Match Play, two former Long-
horn stars stood on these greens 
rolling some putts and scoping 
out different pin locations — 
Jordan Spieth on the 13th and 
Jhonattan Vegas on the 15th.
 A healthy number of folks 
gathered around the 13th 
green to get a glimpse of Spi-
eth, a two-time major win-
ner and the No. 6 player in 
the world.
 “It’s nice to be able to come 
back and actually work and play 
in front of pretty much a home-
town crowd here,” Spieth said.
But a mere 40 yards away 
stood Vegas, surrounded by 
hardly anyone except his caddie. 
It’s easy to infer why the dispar-
ity in fanfare between the two, 
as Spieth’s and Vegas’ careers 
have gone in much different di-
rections since their time on the 
40 Acres.
Vegas, who played at Texas 
from 2004-07, is nowhere near 
the star Spieth has become 
in the past couple years. He 
doesn’t have the same name 
recognition as Spieth or fellow 
Texas greats Ben Crenshaw, 
Tom Kite and Justin Leonard. 
But Vegas knows that — and it 
doesn’t bother him one bit.
“Obviously to compare my-
self with those guys, not quite 
there, I would say,” Vegas said. 
“They’re major winners, won 
multiple times on the PGA 
Tour on great events. I’ve only 
won twice. I feel like I have ob-
viously a long way to be there.”
The road to get into this 
week’s exclusive field of the top 
64 golfers in the world was no 
easy task for Vegas, who cur-
rently is ranked No. 61. By the 
end of 2015, he had lost his 
full-time PGA Tour status after 
a few disappointing seasons. 
He hadn’t won since his first 
Tour win in 2011 at the Bob 
Hope Classic.
“Losing my full status at the 
end of ’15 was definitely some-
thing hard to swallow,” Vegas 
said. “So that allowed me to 
make some key changes to 
actually get better.”
Vegas got a much-needed 
boost when he won at the RBC 
Canadian Open in July 2016. 
Since then he has three top-15 
finishes on Tour, including a 
tied-fourth finish at the Honda 
Classic last month.
 As for Spieth, his career has 
been under the microscope for 
quite some time now. His his-
torical 2015 run of winning the 
Masters, U.S. Open and FedEx 
Cup helped him rise to No. 1 in 
the world.
But after his back-nine col-
lapse on Sunday at the Masters 
last year in which he blew a 
five-shot lead and finished tied 
for second behind England’s 
Danny Willett, seemingly all 
the talk has turned to if Spieth 
can bounce back at Augusta in 
two weeks.
“I’m thinking about it 
more and more as we get 
closer,” Spieth said. “That’s 
not abnormal. It’s been 
that way.”
Both Spieth and Vegas may 
be at different levels in their 
careers with different goals. But 
as for now, they’re back in their 
element this week in a familiar 
city and at a course they played 
many times in college.
There might even show some 
of their old colors while at it. 
“For sure,” Vegas said. “The 
wardrobe is definitely a little 
orange this week.”
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Junior pitcher Paige von Sprecken pitched two shutout in-
nings against the Cowgirls and picked up the win.
BASEBALL | TEXAS 9-7 UTRGU
Texas rallies from seven-run
deficit to end four-game skid
Joshua Guerra| Daily Texan Staff
Senior infielder Bret Boswell jumpstarted the Texas rally 
Wednesday night, hitting a two-run homer in the second. 
By Alex Briseno
@Alexxbriseno
SOFTBALL | TEXAS 4-0 MCNEESE ST.
Longhorn pitchers dominate
in 4-0 shutout of McNeese St.
GOLF
Emmanuel Briseno | Daily Texan Staff
Jordan Spieth has experienced plenty of success after leaving the 40 Acres. Spieth will be 





Spieth,Vegas return to Austin
to compete in championships
Name: CROSSWORD; Width: 29p6; Depth: 5.5 in; Color: Black; Ad 
Number: -
COMICS 7
COMICS Thursday, March 23, 2017
Today’s solution will appear here next issue
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast be today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the shes for ya!
        
         
SUDOKUFORYOU
 
9 2 4 1 3 6 8 7 5
8 6 7 4 9 5 2 3 1
5 1 3 8 7 2 9 4 6
3 7 5 6 8 1 4 2 9
2 8 9 5 4 3 1 6 7
6 4 1 7 2 9 3 5 8
4 3 8 9 6 7 5 1 2
7 5 2 3 1 8 6 9 4
1 9 6 2 5 4 7 8 3
8   9   
 9 2  3    
6    2  9 1 
4  9  1  6 2 3
1 6   9 2  4 
   6 5    
   1  6 7  9
   9     
9 3 4    1 8 6
Some films exist to show 
viewers a new perspec-
tive or some simply enter-
tain, but others, like Dis-
ney’s live-action remake 
of “Beauty and the Beast,” 
fail to present a compelling 
artistic argument for their  
own existence. 
After last year’s one-two 
punch of “The Jungle Book” 
and “Pete’s Dragon,” both 
successful live-action re-
makes with a bold direction, 
it seemed the studio learned 
its lesson — if you are going 
to remake a movie, make it 
different enough to stand on 
its own.  
Unfortunately, Disney 
learned nothing, and though 
the faith of the adaptation is 
sure to please fans, it con-
tinuously lacks anything 
resembling the original’s 
quality. They have become 
complacent, content to coast 
to easy financial success 
with a second-rate imitation 
of one of the greatest ani-
mated films of all time.
The plot is largely the same 
as the identically-titled 1991 
classic. Belle (Emma Wat-
son), an independent lon-
er who spends most of her 
time reading and only lives 
with her eccentric father 
(Kevin Kline). 
After a beast (Dan Ste-
vens) captures her father, 
Belle willingly trades her 
freedom for his. For reasons 
unbeknownst  to the screen-
writers and the audience, 
they fall in love. And then 
inanimate objects come to 
life, and the manly Gaston 
(Luke Evans) acts villainous, 
purely because these events 
occurred in the original.
The entire plot feels hap-
hazardly assembled, as 
though the film knows what 
it wants to do, but fears the 
audience’s wrath if it does 
anything new. This fear of 
novelty is a through line 
in the movie, continuously 
stepping far enough away 
from the animated version 
but turning back just as it 
starts to become interesting.
The best example of 
this comes about halfway 
through the film, as Belle 
and the Beast discuss their 
pasts, and through magic, 
Belle finds out what hap-
pened to her mother. It is 
an intimate, emotional mo-
ment, and could have given 
the film a more believable 
edge, but the characters 
then return to Beast’s cas-
tle and everyone sings a 
classic song.
This infuriating repeti-
tion of teasing the audience 
with something original, 
then retreating into the fa-
miliar occurs over and over 
throughout the roughly two 
hour runtime, dragging the 
entire movie down.
But “Beauty and the 
Beast” is not without its 
merits. It boasts beauti-
ful production design, a 
brilliant new song and an 
absolutely dynamite cast. 
Aside from the leads, 
Emma Thompson, Ewan 
McGregor, Ian McKel-
len, Stanley Tucci, Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw, Josh Gad and 
even broadway star Audra 
McDonald appear. 
The music, though most-
ly reprises of the original’s 
brilliant soundtrack, is pre-
dictably brilliant. Seeing 
a big-budget Hollywood 
musical is always a delight, 
and original songwrit-
er Alan Menken returned 
with a new song for the 
Beast, an emotional ballad 
that provides a legitimate 
depth to the character. This 
new song, “Evermore,” rep-
resents a clear high-point 
for the film, the only mo-
ment where it actually im-
proves on the original.
A discussion of the film 
would be incomplete with-
out mentioning some of 
its more controversial el-
ements. Much has been 
made of a gay character in 
film, but in the end it was 
a case of making mountains 
out of molehills. Only com-
prised of about 15 seconds, 
and limited to a glance, if 
anything, the moment was 
not enough .
Director Bill Condon 
created a visually-beautiful 
film, but when a two and 
a half hour movie remakes 
an hour-and-a-half cartoon 
yet only has three minutes 
of worthwhile material, it 
adds up to nothing.
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Courtesy of Walt Disney Pictures
Disney ends its streak of brilliant live-action remakes, adapting the classic animated film too faithfully.
Jessica Joseph | Daily Texan Staff
Curcuma draws customers with its variety of healthy food and drink options, such as the 
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Fado is Gaelic for ‘long 
ago,’ synonymous with ‘once 
upon a time,’ a name that 
fits the timeless nature of 
Ireland’s iconic pub culture. 
Fado Irish Pub is a com-
pany of 14 pubs offering 
sanctuary to a crowd seek-
ing UK culture in an Irish 
package. The second lo-
cation, opened in Austin 
twenty years ago, is man-
aged by John O’Brien and 
Mariah Koch. 
“Every bit of this place 
was built in Ireland and 
shipped here,” Koch said. 
“And the same applies to ev-
ery single pub.”
Fado offers both authen-
tic and fused dishes inspired 
by Irish and English cuisine. 
Shepherd’s pie, fish ‘n chips 
and Irish breakfast are some 
of the big sellers. 
“I’ve had an Aussie and an 
English couple tell me (the 
fish and chips) is the clos-
est thing to home that they 
could find,” Koch said.
Apart from food, the 
drink selection is largely 
European, featuring a lot of 
Irish, English, Dutch and 
Belgian brews. Specials like 
the whiskey flights allow 
customers to tour a selection 
of Ireland’s favorite firewater. 
But as an Irish pub, Fado’s 
staple is Guinness. 
“We take a lot of pride 
in our Guinness,” O’Brien 
said. “If you can’t get a 
good pint of Guinness then 
we’re in trouble, because 
that’s what you get in an 
Irish pub.”
However, the pub doesn’t 
close it’s door to influences 
outside of the normal Irish 
fare. The market demands 
diverse cultural variation, 
and Fado delivers. Fado 
boasts a number of do-
mestic brews and chose to 
swap Irish cabbage and po-
tatoes with kale and potato 
dumplings. Despite whis-
key being Ireland’s custom-
ary hard liquor, Fado also 
offers cocktails.
“Things are changing, 
even in Ireland,” O’Brien 
said. “Gotta keep up with 
the times.”
From migrants miss-
ing home to the busy 
downtown hotel rotation, 
Fado brings in a substan-
tial international crowd. 
And with the foreign 
clientele comes a high 
demand for soccer.
On a weekend match day 
Manchester United brings 
in the largest audience, with 
Liverpool making a close 
second. Barclays premiere 
league takes precedent, but 
association football cups, 
rugby, formula one and 
cricket are featured as well. 
Special tournaments like 
Seven Nations Rugby and 
the World Cup keep the When Rachel Musquiz 
took up an interest in yoga, 
she never expected it to lead 
to a food truck. 
Curcuma is a vegan, pa-
leo and gluten-free food 
truck that takes a lot of its 
inspiration from Ayurveda, 
the sister discipline to yoga 
that places an emphasis on 
healthy eating.  Musquiz 
said she wanted to establish 
a stronger presence for the 
practice in Austin. 
“When I first moved back 
to Austin, there weren’t a 
lot of healthy vegan op-
tions, so that’s what encour-
aged me to start Curcuma,” 
Musquiz said. 
Curcuma is the Latin 
word for turmeric, a suitable 
name for a food truck whose 
menu is based largely on 
the root. 
“Turmeric is this amazing, 
incredible, magical herb,” 
Musquiz said. “It’s related to 
ginger, it’s anti-inflammato-
ry, anti-aging and does a lot 
of other awesome stuff for 
your body, so I wanted it to 
be the star of the menu.”
Musquiz said a challenge 
for her is to stay true to 
the healthy food she wants 
to serve while also mak-
ing the menu approach-
able for people who aren’t 
as familiar with Ayurveda 
and superfoods.
“I want people to look 
at the menu and recognize 
something enough to try it,” 
Musquiz said. “Then hope-
fully they’ll notice how the 
food makes them feel and 
want to keep incorporating 
it into their routine.”
While she wants her busi-
ness to garner a healthy fol-
lowing in Austin, Musquiz 
said her main intention is to 
encourage people to become 
more conscious of what’s in 
their diet. 
The main draw of 
Curcuma’s menu is the gold-
en mylk, which is a beverage 
made from house coconut 
milk, turmeric and a com-
bination of other superfood 
spices. The beverage can be 
served warm or iced, de-
pending on personal prefer-
ence and the unpredictable 
Texas weather. It has a very 
mild sweet flavor, courte-
sy of the coconut milk and 
dates inside, and it is sur-
prisingly refreshing for a 
creamy drink. 
Another interest drink 
item is the black lemonade, 
which is fresh-squeezed 
lemonade sweetened with 
Texas-grown sugar cane and 
mixed with organic activat-
ed charcoal. Musquiz said 
the charcoal is included as a 
means of pulling toxins out 
of the body instead of letting 
them be absorbed. The lem-
onade has a nice balance of 
tartness and mild sweetness 
as well. 
MOVIE REVIEW | ‘BEAUTY AND THE BEAST’
Disney film fails to recreate magic of tale as old as time
FOOD REVIEW FOOD REVIEW
Food truck dishes out fresh
Ayurveda-inspired entrees
New Irish pub brings a piece 
of Ireland to the United States
